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PRAISE
I thank God upon every remembrance of you,
Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with
joy.
For your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now;
Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:
Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have
you in my heart; inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence
and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are partakers of my grace.
For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all in the
bowels of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 1 :3-8
The body of the letter is introduced at verse three, and it

commences on a note of praise. My own heart is blessed, as I
write, by the mere thought of this strange combination of
persecution and praise. Paul the prisoner, in bonds for the
defense and confirmation of the gospel, begins the body of his
Epistle with rejoicing in his soul. Nowhere in the religious
writings of the world, outside of the Bible, does one find
evidence of inner peace and praise under such provocation.
The reason is obvious. No religion outside of Christianity can
produce a transformation of one's life equal to that of the Holy
Spirit in regeneration. None but a child of God, in the will of
God, can count it all joy when he comes by the varied trials of a
troublesome life (James 1:2).
While Paul's rejoicing was the expression of an inward work
of God, there is in Christianity a common bond among believers unequaled in the secret societies and sororities of this
world. The Bible calls this sacred tie a ''fellowship.'' The word
is koinonia and it simply means "communion." The idea is
that of a partnership, a sharing in common. Paul and the saints
were partakers of, and partners in, a common gospel, and
together they made up this holy fellowship. Wherever the
gospel is preached and believed, a new community (or fellowship) of believers is created. This new fellowship is wholly
foreign to the unregenerated, for the secret of it is within the
4

hearts of those who have been born again. The word koinonia
was used of the marriage bond, and it suggested a powerful
common interest that could hold two or more persons together. In this instance it is that inevitable and obvious effect
which is produced wherever Christ's saving gospel is received.
Paul uses the word at least five times in this Epistle (1:5; 2: 1;
3:10; 4:14, 15), and it has been suggested by some commentators that this word ''fellowship'' is a key to a better understanding of the Book. Paul said: "I thank my God upon every
remembrance of you ... for your fellowship in the gospel"
(Philippians 1:3, 5).
A. Praise for a Controlled Fellowship
This ''fellowship'' is ''in the gospel.'' It is not controlled by
a certain sect, nor a given social strata, nor a specified age
bracket, nor a stated financial standing; it is in the gospel. The
Christian community is not designated by the insignia worn on
a ring or a pin representing some lodge or secret society, nor
by a particular kind of handshake, nor by a whispered
password known only to those initiated into this or that order.
Christian fellowship is a "fellowship of the Spirit" (Phil. 2: 1 ). It
has its commencement in the heart when we are born of the
Spirit (John 3:5, Titus 3:5 ), and it is controlled by the same
Holy Spirit.
All Christians are baptized by one Spirit into one body (1
Cor. 12: 13), and "the body is one" (1 Cor. 12: 12). When the
Holy Spirit is in control of the body, the fellowship among the
members of the body is unequaled on earth, for then there is
"love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance" (Galatians 5:22-23).This is the "fruit
of the Spirit'' that makes so wonderful ''the fellowship of the
Spirit.'' It is not a forced, regimented fellowship, but a
divinely-controlled fellowship. Paul could write: "I thank my
God upon every remembrance of you (Phil. 1:3). Not because
of your possessions of this world's goods, not because of your
position in this world, not because of your power in this
world-system, but just because of "you." How precious! What
5

you are in Christ, God made you; what you are, you are by His
Grace, and I thank Him for "you". Praise God for this Spiritcontrolled fellowship.
B. Praise for a Continuing Fellowship
Always in every prayer of mine for you all making request with
joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now.
Phil. 1:4-5

Approximately ten years had passed since that fellowship
began, and "from the first day until now" it had continued.
Now what was the secret of this continuing fellowship?
Thanksgiving (vs. 3) and prayer (vs. 4). Not the one without
the other, but both together. It is an indication of a Spiritcontrolled heart when we praise and pray for the saints. This is
exactly the way it should be.
The dispensation of the Holy Spirit began with this continuing spirit in the lives of the new converts, for we read: ''And
they continued steadfastly in ... fellowship ... and in prayers"
(Acts 2:42).
There was no conflict, no confusion, but continuance. A
continuing fellowship is a prayer fellowship. Today a very
narrow conception of fellowship prevails. If we attend the
same church, recite the same creed, say the same prayers, eat
at the same church supper, and socialize with the same crowd,
we call this Christian fellowship. But is it? For years I have
watched all of these things going on among professing Christians where there was often little conception of true fellowship
in the gospel. Among Christians there may be difficulties and
disappointments along the way, but never a disruption where
there is prayer fellowship. True Christian fellowship is a continuing experience, "from the first day until now." Praise God
for a continuing fellowship.
C. Praise for a Confirmed Fellowship
Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.
Phil. 1:6

The word ''confident'' here means persuaded. This fellowship could not fall apart. It was established. Local assemblies
may fall apart, church organizations may crumble, professing
Christians may engage in fighting instead of fellowshiping, but
all of this division and destruction is the result of a false
foundation. Being confident of this very thing, the He is able
- and will - complete what He has begun.
Who founded your local assembly? Who organized your
church? Who started your little Bible study group? Who instigated your regular gatherings for "fellowship"? Paul's confidence was in that which God was going to do. Gamaliel spoke
a great truth when he said: "If this counsel or this work be of
men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God''
(Acts 5:38,39).
No local assembly can enjoy a continuing fellowship if He
did not begin His good work in its members. Strife and seclusion, faction and falling apart, speak only that something was
begun by someone in whose heart Jesus Christ had never
begun His good work. Paul was confident that nothing could
come between them since his confidence was based on a sure
Foundation: namely, Christ Himself. Those He saves He always sustains.
Then, too, the "good work," the divine work of regeneration, was always manifest in the Philippian saints. Paul could
not recall anything in their actions or attitude that did not give
evidence of the new birth. "I thank my God upon every
remembrance of you" (Phil. 1:3). Every time his mind reminisced about them, Paul vividly pictured their "good
works" which were but the fruits of the Spirit's "good work."
There was the true spirit of Christian love shown by Lydia
(Acts 16:15) and the jailer (Acts 16:33-34), those first converts
in Philippi and those who doubtless took hold of those who
were saved later. How rare in our age is such a fellowship!
How sweet to Paul was such a memory! His confidence was
well grounded since it was not in the saints, but rather in the
7

6

Author and Finisher of their faith. What a ground for confidence! Praise God for a confirmed fellowshlp.
D. Praise for a Compassionate Fellowship
.. . I have you in my heart ... for God is my record, how greatly I
long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ.
Phil. 1:7-8

Paul's praise soars higher and higher in this paragraph as it
reaches a new peak in this personal touch. The word "meet"
in verse seven means ''right.'' He adds that it is right for him to
think this way about them because he carries them in his heart.
Many of the earliest converts he had been a means of winning
to Christ. It was only right, and still is, that Christians should
carry on their hearts their spiritual children in the faith. The
saints at Philippi were not a nuisance on Paul's nerves, not a
weight upon his mind, but a joy in his heart. Though himself in
prison, he was rejoicing in their ''fellowship in the gospel.'' In
their place, and in their way, they were sharing in the defence
and confirmation of the gospel. The idea in the word ''fellowship'' is that of joint participation. In this instance it was participation in the divine project of spreading the good news of the
gospel.
True Christian fellowship is the source of sweetest
memories, and such memories can serve a blessed purpose in
times of affliction. What kind of memories have we left with
our friends? Do they give thanks upon every remembrance of
us? No doubt with most of us the record could be greatly
improved. There is no bond that can comfort in fair weather
and in foul like the blood of Calvary's cross. It is in times of
affliction that the acid test is made. The Philippians had proved
themselves, for Paul wrote: ''Notwithstanding ye have well
done, that ye did communicate [fellowship] with my affliction"
(Phil. 4: 14).
These Philippians had become joint partners in Paul's
troubles; they were sharers in his affliction. A right relation with
God will result in a new relation with others. This new relation
8

is a compassionate fellowship produced by the mutual experience of receiving the tender mercies and compassion of Jesus
Christ. It is Calvary that binds our hearts in Christian love. Paul
calls God to witness of this: ''For God is my record [or witness],
how greatly I long after you all in the bowels of Jesus Christ"
(Phil. 1:8).
The word "bowels" (see also Phil. 2: 1) is always in the
plural, and apart from its one reference to the physical organs
of the intestines in Acts 1: 18, it means affection, tender mercies, compassion. To the ancients the bowels were regarded as
the seat of the emotions."As Jesus Christ yearned after them,
and him, so Paul would follow the divine pattern.
In Christ, and for Christ's sake, we must know something of
such compassion. When we love and long after the souls of
men with the passion of Christ, our lives and local assemblies
will be outlets for the sweeping, saving fires of divine love. Our
calling as Christians is to a fire that exemplifies, in letters large
and plain, the affection and compassion of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
With just such affection and compassion Paul and the saints
at Philippi were bound inseparably in sweet fellowship. Little
wonder his heart was filled with praise! And so would be yours
and mine if we only knew such a compassionate, confirmed,
continuing, and Spirit-controlled fellowship in the gospel. May
our heavenly Father grant that for us it may be so!
PRAYER
And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment;
That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ;
Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
Philippians 1 :9-11

"And this I pray." Now these are not mere empty words with
Paul as is so often the case with some of us. We talk to others
9

about prayer, but fail to talk to God in prayer about others. We
tell our friends we are going to pray for them but we do not
remain true to our word. The great apostle was a man of
prayer. The prayers of Paul, especially his prison prayers, are
rich in content and character. It is not difficult to imagine that
every movement of his pen was accompanied by prayer, and
that his petitions were made up of the very desires expressed
in these verses.
The genuine and pure longings of a sincere and compassionate heart quite naturally take the form of prayer. The
reason is obvious. There is only One who is able to satisfy the
longing soul. "The Lord ... satisfieth the longing soul, and
filleth the hungry soul with goodness" (Psalm 107:8, 9).
If we can be certain that God will give us the desires of our
hearts when we delight ourselves in Him and His things, and
we can be certain that He will (Psalm 37:4), then we are foolish
indeed when we fail to pray.
The apostle had a threefold burden upon his heart for the
saints at Philippi, and it is for these he prays.
A. Prayer for a Fuller Expression of Love
And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in
knowledge and in all judgment.

Now love was not lacking in the local assembly in Philippi,
as his praise of them was revealed; but he desires for them that
the love they already had manifested may now abound. He is
praying for fuller and more fervent expression of love.
Love is the first and foremost of all Christian characteristics
(Galatians 5:22), and the greatest of them all (1 Cor. 13:13).
Love is the foremost of all the commandments of our Lord
(John 13:34), and the most convincing testimony to the unsaved (John 13:35 ). Love is a force that is most compelling (2
Cor. 5: 14) and it will continue when other gifts have ceased (1
Cor. 13:8). Its exercise is indispensable to successful Christian
living, so that Paul prays for an overflow of love in the lives of
the saints.
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The word "abound" is the verb form of the noun abundance. To have an abundance of something is to have an
exceeding measure, above the ordinary. Paul prays that the
believers will be provided richly with an abundance of love,
that the measure of their love will continue to increase. See
how closely abounding love is associated with prayer, the
reason being that God alone can give the supply. In a later
Epistle, Paul wrote: "And the Lord make you to increase and
abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even
as we do toward you" (1 Thess. 3: 12).
"This is my prayer then," says Paul, "that the Lord may
enlarge your capacity for more than an ordinary measure of
love.'' He desired for them a more fervent expression of that
divine love that can be known only from the action it prompts.
Most of us have doubtless felt a terrible dearth of love in our
own hearts. How often have some of us, in our spiritual
poverty, longed to abound in this rich treasure! Our attitudes
and actions are at times so demonstrative of our deficiency that
we are driven to deplore ourselves and to wish that we could
display more of the love of Christ. Well, dear ones in Christ, we
can. If your heart longs to abound in love, as does mine, let us
together pursue the pages of God's word as we search both
our hearts and the truth of God.
In his prayer for abounding love, Paul gives to us a key as to
its source. He says: "That your love my abound yet more and
more in "knowledge." Christian love is never a matter of mere
sentimentality, no mere stirring of the emotions brought on by
circumstances. Christian love is controlled by the Holy Spirit
through the truth, that is, through the Word of God. Thus its
fullest and most fervent exercise can spring only from a knowledge of the truth. The heart that is not guided by God's Word
cannot unselfishly love God nor man. The life distinguished by
Christian love has developed in Christian knowledge, since
growth is a law of Spiritual life as it is of natural life. The
newborn babe comes into its infancy, and then passes to
childhood, to youth, to manhood. Believing sinners are said
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by our Lord to be "born again" (John 3:3). Then they pass
through the stages of ''little children,'' ''young men,'' and
"fathers" (1 John 2:12-14).
The essential food for this developing process is the Word of
God. Peter left us these tremendous passages that explain this:
''As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby" (1 Peter 2:2). "And beside this, giving
all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge"
(2 Peter 1:5 ). "But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3: 18). These verses
teach us that Christian growth is dependent first upon a
knowledge of the Word of God. Now let us apply this principle
to Paul's prayer "that your love may abound yet more and
more in knowledge."
Let me say at this point that provision has been made for
every child of God to abound in love. When we were born
again we received a new nature, the very nature of God. One
of the first truths we learn in story as children in Sunday school
is that "God is love" (1 John 4:8, 16). Therefore, when God
takes up His residence in the believer's heart, the seed of
divine love is planted at once by the Holy Spirit, ''because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us" (Rom. 5:5 ). Let no Christian entertain
the false idea that he has been given a lesser portion of love
than another. If the love is not there, the Lord is not there. His
love has not been distributed in drops by measure, more to
some and less to others; but rather it has been "shed abroad,"
that is, profusely diffused, in all its fullness upon all who are
born of the Spirit.
Why, then, are some of us short in the display of divine
love? Why has it developed in some and lain dormant in
others? If I understand correctly the meaning of Paul's prayer,
then we have an answer, in part at least, to our first question.
Where there is no exercise of love there is either no life or no
/earning. The Apostle John shows us the possiblity of no life:
"We know that we have passed from death unto life, because
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we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in
death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye
know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him" (1
John 3:14, 15). No language could be plainer. ·God is life and
God is love, and you cannot have the one without the other.
But in the case of a Christian failing to show forth the fruit of
love, he is guilty of inexcusable ignorance of the Word of God
or insubordination to the Word of God. Since right knowledge
is an aid to a fuller expression of love, let us pursue a bit of it.
One of their first lessons to be learned is that the debt of love
is never fully paid: ''Owe no man anything , but to love one
another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law''
(Rom. 13:8).
It is possible to acquit ourselves of all obligations except
love. We may pay the obligation of obedience to higher
powers and those placed upon us through tribute or taxes, but
the debt of love will always remain unpaid. We have never
fully learned our obligations, therefore we can never fully live
them. Ignorance is inexcusable if our taxes and revenues to
our government are unpaid. It is more so with respect to love,
so we must carry on to learn.
Paul suggests a way in which we abound in love. "For,
brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty
for an occassion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.
For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this; Thou shalt
love thy neighbor as thyself' (Gal. 5: 13-14).
Here we are taught how we may reduce the debt of love. It is
by serving one another, for in so doing we fulfill the Law of
God. In the Golden Rule (so called), our Lord showed us this
very fact. ''Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and
the prophets" (Matt. 7:12). Love's law is to put myself in
another's place, and then act toward him as though he were
myself, for all the law is summed up in the one word ''love''
(Lev. 19: 18). "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy
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mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets" (Mat. 22;37-40). This great truth was reiterated by
the apostles (Rom. 13:8-9; Galatians 5: 13-14; Ephesians
5:25-30; James 2:8). The man who loves God as a Christian
will not break His commandments. If we love one another we
will not do wrong nor think wrongly of each other, but rather
will we go out of our way to serve one another. Love is the
motive of true service, and such service is without constraint.
Because Christ loved His disciples He stooped in lowly service
to. wash their feet (John 13: 1-5). Because He loved the
Church He gave Himself for it (Eph. 5:25 ). This is the love
planted in the heart of the believer by the Holy Spirit, whose
chief essence is self-sacrifice for the benefit of others.
Among men the natural inclination is to be served. Or if we
sense a need for service and we have more than enough
money for ourselves, we sometimes attempt to discharge our
obligation of love by paying someone else to discharge it for
us. I feel certain that the giving of money with such a motive,
no matter how large the amount, is no labor of love and is not
acceptable to God. We are servants all. Jesus said:
"Whosoever will be great among you, shall be your minister:
and whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of
all" (Mark 10:43-44). When we are slow to serve we are short
on love.
"And this I pray, that your love may abound yet more and
more in knowledge." You see, knowledge safeguards love.
Have we learned a lesson here? Have we gained this knowledge that true love serves others? If so, then let us go forward
to pay off a bit more of our obligation. Don't forget, rate others
as high as you rate yourself! The world says that "love is
blind,'' but really it is not. Love is alert and ever looking for an
opportunity to serve others. Blind love is not divine love. True
love sharpens our perception to see opportunities for service.
Oh, beloved, do we not want our love to grow? Do we not
14

want it to abound yet more and more? The demands upon our
love are so great it must experience a continuous growth. For
this I pray.
B. Prayer for a Finer Evaluation of Life
That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye may be
sincere and without offence till the day of Christ.
Phil. 1: 10

Paul's knowledge of human nature was profound. He knew
how weak most of us are in evaluating correctly the things of
this life. Some of us are a long time learning how to estimate
wisely so as to choose the things that are worthful. We are
short on those discerning and discriminating powers. Discernment, like love, needs to be developed in us. We do not
permit our children to make their own decisions in life until we
have seen some evidence of the development of those powers. But even in adults, there is sometimes the display of
childishness, that undeveloped and immature characteristic of
the infantile.
How sad, and often how tragic, is this weakness among
professing Christians! I am not thinking of new converts, but of
men and women who have for many years named the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ and still continue in an undeveloped
state in this matter of discernment.
The apostle prays that the saints may ''approve'' the things
that are excellent. In order to approve the thing that is excellent, we must be able to distinguish between what is good and
what is best. It is not as though Paul were praying for them that
they might be able to discern between good and bad, for it
requires no unusual keenness to discriminate between right
and wrong; but rather that they should know how to choose
the highest things that transcend. Making right choices is one
of life's greatest assets, and for this Paul prays.
Now in order to approve things that are excellent there
must be a standard with which we can harmonize our choice.
That standard is not to be found in the varied philosophies of
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man. If we made choices to please our friends and acquaintances, there could be no set standard simply because the ideas
of men as to what is best are many and mixed. The highest
possible standard is arrived at only as we are guided in our
decisions by what would best please and honor God. As we
develop in this gift of discernment there is a growing appreciation of those things that are best in God's eyes as set forth in
His Word, and that becomes the finest quality of Christian
character. The more the Christian exercises the gift of discernment and thereby decides for the best in God's eyes, the
more will he develop a taste for the highest. The apostle's
prayer indicates a need for proper ballast and balance in
determining the excellence or defects in a person or thing.
Most commentators suggest that the phrase "approve
things that are excellent'' means to test things that differ. The
meanings are almost necessary to each other in this passage,
for we cannot approve what is excellent apart from testing
other things that differ. Again, as a knowledge of God's Word
is essential to a fuller expression of love, that same Word is the
test for a finer evaluation of life. Actually the Word of God is
the discerner, the judge in making a final decision, since our
discernment and decisions are to be based on that Word. In
ourselves we are not skilled to judge, but the Word of God is.
"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart" (Heb. 4: 12).
The word ''discerner'' is a noun naming the living and active
Word of God. We do not know fully our own thoughts with all
the designs and purposes of the heart; hence it is unsafe to
decide without proper guidance. We need Someone who
knows us better than we know ourselves, and that One is God
who created us. The Christian can discriminate and pen judgment only as he knows what is best. The best is in the Bible.
God's Word is the safest discerner.
The Greek word for "discerner" is kritikos, from which we
16

get our English word "critic." The Bible is the best critic or
judge of life's highest values because it discerns the thou~hts
~nd .intents of the ~eart. You see, what a man thinks and plans
m his heart, that is what he will be in real life. "For as he
thinketh in his heart, so is he" (Prov. 23: 7). If we would
approve the excellent at all times, we must submit to have our
secret thoughts and purposes examined by the light of God's
Word.
. Some Christians approach a dissipation level expending
time and energy on things that have no real worth. Whether
':"e ~re reading a book or magazine, listening to music, indulging I~ som~ ple.asure or pastime, or even sitting through an
evenmg with fnends, we should exercise great care in discriminating so that we "approach the things that are excellent."
. The prayer continues with the words, "that ye may be
sincere." The word "sincere" comes from two Latin words
sine (meaning without), and cera (meaning wax), without
wax. For a number of years the writer was a retail furniture
salesman. Before a piece of furniture was delivered to the
customer, it was checked carefully for scratches and other
types of blemishes. Any crack or scratch would be filled in with
a w~x of r:1atching color. Technically speaking, a piece of
furniture with a crack that had been filled in with wax was not
in reality as in appearance. Ancient dealers in porcelain performed that same operation on pieces of porcelain ware that
ha~ cracked while being fired. An honest dealer would describe a perfect piece with the words sine cera (without wax). If
the customer should doubt the dealer's honesty, he needed
only to hold it to the light, and if the object in question had
been repaired with wax, the filled-in crack would at once be
manifest.
Paul's prayer is for sincerity among Christians. As we exp~se ourselves to the light of God's Word, we should be found
without wax, being actually as we appear. We are to be men of
transparent character, our hearts being on the inside what we
appear to be without.
17

The Christian is the opposite of the hypocrite. This is convincingly illustrated by Paul as it relates to Christian love. The
apostle writes: "let love be without dissimulation" (Rom.
12:9). He is saying that our love is to be without hypocrisy,
without pretence. In other words, we should not be two-faced,
but rather "prove the sincerity of your love" (2 Cor. 8:8).
Further on in our chapter the apostle speaks of those who
"preach Christ ... not sincerely" (Phil. 1: 16). Here he refers
to those who occupy the office of Christ's ministers but whose
motives are not pure. What a challenge to every one of us who
hold this high and holy office! Our churches need more
preaching and more preachers ''without wax.'' God's standards for a Christian pulpit do not allow for any preacher to
preach what he does not practice. No preacher has any right to
expect his hearers to adhere to one code of ethics while he
himself lives by some lesser code. The Holy Scriptures, wherever obeyed, will produce a sincere and holy life. Peter ·
wrote: "As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby" (1 Pet. 2:2).
The Word of God is "sincere," that is, guileless. Notice how
this exhortation from Peter is preceded directly by another
which says: ''Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile''
(1 Pet. 2:1). The words sincere and guile (or guileless) are
translations of the one word adolos. A sincere (or guileless)
Word of God. Beloved, we need not be two-faced. We can,
and should be, sincere, without wax, without guile. Our Lord
Jesus Christ met such a man, and of Nathanael He testified:
"Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!" (John
1:47). Does He testify this of you and me? Be sincere!
A reason is now given why Christians should be sincere:
namely, that we might be "without offence." The life of God's
child must be so ordered that he gives no one an occasion to
stumble or fall. W. E. Vine says that the noun skandalon
(translated offence) originally was the name of that part of a
trap to which the bait is attached, hence the snare which
causes one to fall into the trap. As a Christian I am to give no
18

occasion for anyone to fall into Satan's trap. Paul warns
against any abuse of Christian liberty that might offend or
cause to stumble. Read carefully the inspired discourse in First
Corinthians 8. It concludes with Paul's personal response to
what the Spirit says: "But when ye sin against the brethren,
and wound their weak conscience, ye sin against Christ.
Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no
flesh while the world standeth, lest I make my brother to
offend" (1 Cor. 8:12-13).
Roy L. Laurin writes of a lovely tribute a sister paid to her
dead brother. As she stood beside his body weeping, she
placed his hand in hers, and with strokes of affection she said:
"This hand never struck me. It was a hand without offence."
When love is abounding and sincerity is the condition of the
heart, God will give to us hands and feet and eyes and lips
"without offence."
"Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but
judge this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an
occasion to fall in his brother's way" (Romans 14:13). The
believer, like his Bible, is to be wholly devoid of any false
mixture. He is to be sincere, guileless, without offence ''till the
day of Christ.'' When our blessed Lord returns, will He find us
utterly sincere, through and through?
Paul engaged in a spiritually healthful exercise that is good
for us all. ''And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men''
(Acts 24: 16). "Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to
the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God" (1 Cor. 10:32).
C. Prayer for a Fuller Experience of Righteousness
Being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus
Christ, unto the glory and praise of God.
Phil. 1: 11

Right living is the fruit of right learning; proper deportment
of proper doctrine; correct behavior of correct belief. A concern of every Christian should be that his life present that fruit
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of Christianity commensurate with his profession of its facts. It
is this very thing for which Paul prays. A blighted orchard
bearing no fruit is a sorry sight. Sadder still is the fruitless life of
a child of God!
The word "fruit" has been defined as that which is produced by the inherent energy of a living organism. An oak tree
is the only possible fruit that can be produced by the inherent
energy within the acorn. Like begets like. As is stated numerous times in Genesis 1, each seed reproduces "after its kind."
The word "fruit" is used of the human body. In His humanity Christ is said to be the ''fruit'' of Abraham's loins, that is, He
was to be born of one who would be a direct descendant of
David (Acts 2:30). When speaking of our Lord, Elisabeth said
to Mary: "Blessed is the fruit of thy womb" (Luke 1:42).
Metaphorically, the word "fruit" is used of the Christian's
attitude and actions, that outward expression of an unseen
Power working within, the character of the power producing it.
We can know a tree by its fruit. Our Lord said: "Beware of false
prophets, which come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly
they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles?
"Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and
cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them''
(Matt. 7: 15-20).
The fruit of righteousness, for which Paul prays, cannot be
produced in an unregenerate heart. Before the fruit can be
produced the seed must be planted. The Bible never appeals
to a man to express the fruit of regeneration if he has not
experienced the fact of regeneration. One must possess life in
order to live. Therefore, the apostle's prayer for the fruit of
righteousness is for believers only, since the righteousness of
God is one thing of which every unbeliever is destitute.
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The character or quality of being right or just has an objective standard to be found nowhere in the writings of men.
Human standards of right and wrong vary widely, and at their
best they fall far short of God's standards. Human righteousness and divine righteousness differ in kind. The Bible says:
"But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags." (Isaiah 64:6).
Righteousness in Scripture is sometimes set forth in the
symbol of a garment. Human righteousness, when set
alongside God's righeousness, is a dirty garment. You see, the
best that a moral man, under law, can do is produce selfrighteousness, and this, when held against the pure background of God's righteousness, is banned. At the marriage of
the Lamb to His Bride, the wedding garment is described as
"fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints" (Rev. 19:8).
There are two righteousnesses described in the Bible. One is
the righteousness which is of the law, a self-righteousness that
is established by self-effort and that takes pride in its religious
pedigree. The other is the righteousness of God which is
reckoned to the believing sinner. This latter is of grace and
comes by faith (Rom. 3:21, 22, 25, 26; 4:3-6). It is an imputed
righteousness based upon our simple faith in the finished work
of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:21 ). This is a garment
divinely provided that sinners might be made fit for God's
presence. Its ground is the substitutionary death of the guiltless
One. The imputed righteousness based upon a substitute is
seen in type in the coats of skins provided by God for Adam
and Eve (Genesis 3:21), in contrast to the fig leaves of selfrighteousness which they made themselves (Gen. 3:7).
Now the desire in the heart of every believer should be like
that expressed by Paul later in the Philippian Epistle: ''That I
may ... be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness
... but the righteousness which is of God by faith" (Phil. 3:9).
In Him we have righteousness, that is, a right standing.
When we meet Him, we want to be found in a right state. This
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was Paul's desire for himself and his prayer for us when he
says: "Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are
by Jesus Christ, unto the glory arid praise of God" (Phil. 1: 11 ).
The Christian is appointed to bear the fruit of righteousness.
Jesus said: ''Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you,
and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and
that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of
the Father in My Name, He may give to you" (John 15: 16).
Our Lord is addressing Himself to the eleven disciples and to
all whom they represented, telling them - and us - that He
has ordained {appointed) us to fruit-bearing.
The word "fruit" occurs eight times in this chapter, and it is
associated closely with our relation to Christ and His expectation of us. The branches on a vine are intended to bear fruit.
God intended that Israel should bear fruit for Him before the
other nations, but Israel failed. The prophet Hosea wrote:
"Israel is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit unto himself:
according to the multitude of his fruit he hath increased the
altars; according to the goodness of his land they have made
goodly images" (Hosea 10: 1 ).
It was Israel's divided heart (Hosea 10:2) that caused her to
be selfish and fruitless and ultimately set aside by God. The
prophet Isaiah likewise pictures the vine. "Now will I sing to
my wellbeloved a song of my beloved touching his vineyard.
My wellbeloved hath a vineyard in a very fruitful hill:
"And he fenced it, and gathered out the stones thereof, and
planted it with the choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst
of it, and also made a winepress therein: and he looked that it
should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes ...
For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and
the men of Judah his pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a
cry" (Isaiah 5: 1-2, 7).
And so God rejected Israel, the vine planted in the earth for
the express purpose of bearing fruit, unto Him but failing in
that commission (Jer. 2:21 ). Instead she brought forth a natu22

ral and ungrafted fruit, "wild grapes," which means a fruit with
a stench. Human nature, without Christ being grafted in,
cannot produce the fruit of righteousness.
The Lord Jesus, knowing Israel's failure, says:
"I AM the true vine, and My Father is the husbandman. Every
branch in Me that beareth not fruit He taketh away: and every
branch that beareth fruit, He purgeth it, that it may bring forth more
fruit.
"I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I
in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do
nothing" (John 15: 1-2, 5).

The glory of a vine is its fruit. How solemn a thought that the
Lord is depending on us for a display of His glory! The fruit of
righteousness is a godly life as seen in that ninefold cluster of
the fruit of the Holy Spirit: "Love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance, [or selfcontrol] (Galatians 5:22-23). The fruit of righteousness is that
person whom, by our godly living and personal testimony, we
influence to Jesus Christ (Rom. 1: 13).
Paul's prayer is that these things might fill our lives, for they
constitute the fruit of righteousness; and all are the result of our
abiding in Christ and are unto the glory and praise of God. Our
apple tree neither counts its own apples nor boasts in their
quality: it merely produces them. "Herein is My Father
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be My disciples"
(John 15:8).
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